Prepare Yourself to Win! (623 words)
By Bob ‘Idea Man’ Hooey

"I hated every minute of training, but I said, 'Don't quit. Suffer now and live the rest of your life as a champion.'"     Muhammad Ali

Building a successful leadership, sale career, or business takes hard work and applied energy. If it was easy, everyone would be doing it. Sometimes you will reach the end of your strength or run head-on into a roadblock or wall - stay the course and continue. You can live the rest of your life as a champion. 
· A champion of your creativity. 

· A champion of your courage. 

· A champion of your causes and concerns. 

· A champion of your sales team and your clients.

· A champion of your successful career path. 

· A champion of your dreams (turning them into reality).

This is something experienced first hand. I remember overcoming serious challenges and difficulties to prepare for the audition while working towards the Accredited Speaker designation. There were times I thought about throwing in the towel. When I spoke in San Diego (95) and was not successful, I pulled myself up and worked harder for my opportunity to speak the following year in Saint Louis (96). When I again fell short, I was tempted to quit; frustrated, disappointed in my performance, and inclined to move on; to forget my dream of becoming a professional speaker. But, something would not let me quit! My success team would not let me quit either. They believed even when my belief wavered. 

In 1998, when I walked across a Palm Desert, California stage to become the 48th person in the world to earn this coveted professional level Toastmasters’ Award, I felt like a champion who had gone 10 rounds and emerged bloodied, but unbeaten. The applause and cheers of 2000 plus fellow Toastmasters still echo in my ears. It was a pinnacle point in my life as a speaker.

Was it the three speeches I prepared and presented on the world stage that earned this award? Partially... Looking back, I believe it was the hundreds of prepared presentations given in various Toastmaster clubs and in community events across the country, as well as for paying clients that built the foundations for this eventual success on the world stage. 

You can succeed in whatever field you enter if you are willing to prepare... you can become a top performing selling professional… to be the champion you were meant to be. If I can do it, so can you!
The Indiana University Hoosiers basketball team, were winners. They remained undefeated throughout their 1976 season and captured the NCAA National Championship under coach Bobby Knight. The '60 Minutes' commentator asked him about this amazing feat and why they were so successful. He asked, "Was it their will to succeed?" 
"The will to succeed is important," replied Knight, "but I'll tell you what is more important - it's the will to prepare. It's the will to go out there every day, training and building those muscles and sharpening those skills."

· Want to be a champion sales person? - Prepare 
· Want to be an effective leader? - Prepare 
· Want to create a profitable and winning business? - Prepare 
· Want to be a powerful presenter or speaker? - Prepare 
· Want to live an effective and meaningful life? - Prepare
Bill Bradley (Scholar, basketball star, and former US Senator) reminds us, "When you are not practicing, remember someone somewhere is practicing; and when you meet him or her, they will win." Visit: www.SecretSellingTips.com for more information on how to prepare yourself to win.  In sales, this is a survival skill. If you are not taking care of your customers, someone who is better prepared will.
Prepare, practice, and act decisively when the time is right! Make this your year to win!
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